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1 . I MET WITH EVRON THIS MORNING TO RECEIVE THE GOI 
ASSESSMENT OF THE SITUATION IN SOUTHERN LEBANON 
(REFTEL A). MOSHE RAVIV WAS ALSO PRESENT. EVRON 
DREW UPON A PAPER, TRANSLATING INFORMALLY FROM THE 
HEBREW AS HE READ, AND THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF 
HIS PRESENTATION: 

2. BEGIN TEXT: ISRAEL HAS NO TERRITORIAL AMBITIONS OR 
CLAIMS IN LEBANON. AS FAR AS WE ARE CONCERNED, A 
PEACE TREATY BETWEEN LEBANON AND ISRAEL CAN BE 
NEGOTIATED AND SIGNED FORTHWITH. 

3. ISRAEL WOULD LIKE TO SEE AN INDEPENDENT AND 
PROSPEROUS LEBANON, AS IT WAS IN THE PAST. WE ARE 
CONCERNED OVER SYRIA'S TAKEOVER OF LEBANON AND 
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PARTICULARLY OVER THE SYRIAN OBJECTIVE OF TURNING 
LEBANON INTO A CONFRONTATION STATE WITH ISRAEL. 

4. ISRAEL OPPO E ANY UNILATERAL STEPS BY SYRIAN OR 
ANY OTHER INTER- ARAB FORCE UNITS IN SOUTHERN LEBANON, 

AS HAPPENED IN NABATIYA. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


5. ISRAEL BELIEVES THAT THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE 
PRESERVATION OF PEACE AND SECURITY IN SOUTHERN LEBANON 
SHOULD REST WITH LEBANESE FORCES. 

6. AS AN IMMEDIATE SOLUTION, IT IS POSSIBLE TO USE FOR 
THIS PURPOSE THE CHRISTIAN MILITIA IN SOUTHERN LEBANON, 

SOME OF WHOSE PERSONNEL HAVE SERVED OR CONTINUE TO 
SERVE IN THE LEBANESE FORCES, IF PRESIDENT SARKIS 

WILL RECOGNIZE THEM AS BEING AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE 
LEBANESE ARMY AND IF THEY RECEIVE THEIR ORDERS FROM 
HIM. 

7. FROM ISRAEL'S POINT OF VIEW, THE FIRST AND TOP 
PRIORITY SHOULD BE THE PREVENTION OF INFILTRATION OF 
SYRIAN OR INTER- ARAB FORCES INTO THE AREA OF SOUTHERN 
LEBANON, EVEN IF THIS WOULD MEAN THAT FOR THE TIME 
BEING THERE IS NOT COMPLETE CONTROL OVER THE 
ACTIVITIES AND ORGANIZATION OF THE TERRORISTS IN 
SOUTHERN LEBANON. THE REASON FOR THIS IS THAT SUCH 

A MOVE (OF SYRIAN OR INTER- ARAB FORCE) WOULD HAVE LONG-RANGE 
POLITICAL AND MILITARY CON SEQUEN CES . 

8. AS A RESULT OF THE LESSON OF THE NABATIYA INCIDENT 
AND IN ORDER TO AVOID ANY MISUNDERSTANDING IN THE 
FUTURE, IT MAY BE DESIRABLE TO REACH A FORMAL OR 
INFORMAL AGREEMENT WITH LEBANON REGARDING A SECURITY 
ARRANGEMENT IN SOUTHERN LEBANON THROUGH THE GOOD 
OFFICES OF THE UNITED STATES AS WAS DISCUSSED DURING 
SECRETARY VANCE'S RECENT VISIT TO JERUSALEM. 
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9. WE REPEAT OUR REQUEST THAT THE U.S. PRESS FOR THE 
COMPLETION OF THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE SYRIAN FORCES 
BACK TO THE POSITIONS THAT THEY HAD BEFORE JANUARY 27, 
NORTH OF AL AYSHIYAH. END TEXT. 

10. IN ANSWER TO MY QUERY, EVRON SAID THAT THIS STATE- 
MENT OF ISRAEL'S POSITION HAD BEEN CLEARED AT A HIGH 
LEVEL. I NOTED THAT IT DID NOT FULLY ADDRESS THE 
QUESTIONS I PUT TO HIM AT OUR MARCH 21 MEETING 
(REFTELB). HE REPLIED TH 

T ISRAEL COULD NOT ANSWER 

SOME OF THEM, CITING AS AN EXAMPLE THE QUESTION ON 
THE LENGTH OF TIME REQUIRED FOR THE MARONITE MILITIA 
TO ESTABLISH A STABILIZED MILITARY ZONE ALONG THE 
ISRAELI BORDER. 

11. COMMENT: THIS IS PROBABLY THE BEST WE ARE GOING 
TO GET IN THE NATURE OF A REPLY AT LEAST AN OFFICIAL 
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ONE. THE INFERENCE WAS FAIRLY CLEAR THAT THERE WERE 
CERTAIN QUESTIONS IN REGARD TO LEBANON WHICH THE GOI 
DOES NOT WISH TO HAVE TO ANSWER TO US, HENCE THE LACK OF 
SPECIFICITY. WE ARE LIKELY, HOWEVER, TO HEAR MORE 
ABOUT THE POINTS IN PARAS 8 AND 9, WITH PRIORITY 
PROBABLY BEING GIVEN TO THE LATTER (SYRIAN WITH- 
DRAWAL NORTH OF AL AYSHIYAH) SINCE THIS IS AN 
IMMEDIATE POINT OF INTEREST TO THE IDF. 

DUNNIGAN 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: REPORTS, POLITICAL SITUATION, MILITARY OCCUPIED AREAS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 30-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Date: 22 May 2009 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977TELAV02244 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 09-01 76 
Format: TEL 
From: TEL AVIV 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1977035/aaaaaeea.tel 

Line Count: 125 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: a81b7db6-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION SS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 

Reference: 77 STATE 62008, 77 TEL AVIV 1 976, 77 TEL AVIV 977 

Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 -Mar-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3079219 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SOUTH LEBANON SITUATION 
TAGS: PFOR, PINS, LE, IS, SY 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/a81b7db6-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



